Autoimmune features in atherosclerotic ischemic cardiomyopathy.
An high frequency of antimitochondrial autoantibodies has been reported in subjects affected with primary cardiomyopathies and it has been hypothesized that they could be involved in the pathogenesis of these diseases. In order to find out whether such autoantibodies could on the contrary represent an epiphenomenon of myocardial cell damage, we searched for antimitochondrial (AMA), antinuclear (ANA) and antismooth-muscle (SMA) non-organ specific autoantibodies in a group of 50 subjects (47 females and 3 males), over 65 years of age, affected with ischemic cardiomyopathy (ICM) due to atherosclerosis, a condition resembling other cardiomyopathies as it concerns ultrastructural aspects of myocardial tissue. The frequency of the autoantibodies tested in our patients resulted quite similar to that occurring in our healthy elderly control subjects (AMA: 14% vs 5.7%; ANA: 28% vs 23%; SMA: 12% vs 11.4%) and in normal aged population. On the basis of our data, the myocardial cell damage "per se" does not seem to influence significatively the production of non-organ specific autoantibodies.